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LIST PF NEWSPAPERS. 
to, Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | Number of Dates of papers received and examined 
a BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Bharat Shramajivi’ ... ... | Bar&hanagar 00 4,000 " 
9 |“Gramvarté Prakéshika” se .. | Comercolly ‘i 200 | Shravan, 1286 B.S. 
3 ¢¢ Sansodhini 6 ece eee ee Chittagong ee 600 Bhédra, ditto. 
Fortnightly. 
4 | Purva Pratidhwani”... : Ditto one socees 
5 |S Rajshahye Samvad ”” eee Rajshahye ee coeeee 
Weekly. | 
6 | Ananda Bazar Patrika ” . Calcutta eee 700 | 19th A st 1879. 
7 | Bharat Mihir” + .. | Mymensingh ee 658 | 19th ditto. 
gs |‘* Bengal Advertiser”... .. | Calcutta a iia 
9 |“ Bardwdn Sanjivani” ... .. | Bardwan ‘i eins /19th _— ditto. 
10 |“ Dacca Prakas -- | Dacca es 400 | 24th ditto. 
ll |* Education Gazette " oa Hooghly oon 1,168 22nd ditto. 
13 i Hinia Ranjike” ge Réjehéhye.. 200 | 20th and 37th August 
13 | “ Hindu ”” - e js an A 1879. 
14 |“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” .. | Berhampo wee. | 22nd August 1879. 
15 | “ Navavibhakar™ ct an at — roe 900 { 26th ditto. . 
16 | * Pratikér” eee ee Berhampore coe f 235 | " 
17 |‘ Rangpore Dik Prokish” « oe | Kékinié, Rangpore ... 250 | 2Ist ditto. 
18 | “ Sadharani” " ste ... | Chinsurah ska 616 | 24th ditto. 
19 |‘ Sahachar”’ oe vm . | Calcutta om 600 | 265th ditto. 
20 | “ Samflochak” we ae oe s{ 1,000 | 22nd and 29th August 1879. 
21 | “Samachar Sar . ote ee - | Allahabad on vaaeue 
22 |“ Sanjivani”’ sos. ime ee | en és seems 
23 |‘ Sulabha Samachar” _... “ ... | Calcutta see §,500 | 23rd Augnst 1879. 
Tri-weekly. 
94 66 Samachar Sudhavarshan xa ove : Ditto eve PTTTit 
Daily. 
25 |‘ Samvad Prabhakar”... we ove | Ditto ipa 650° | 22nd to 27th August 1879. 
26 |‘Samvad Pirnachandrodaya”... ...| Ditto se | cesses | 25th to 29th ditto. 
27 (| “ Samachar Chandrika”’ - | Ditto ae 625 | 22nd to 29th ditto. 
28 |“ Banga Vidyé Prakéshika”’ .- | Ditto Ty eer y | 
29 | Prabhtt”” «| Ditto sia salle 18th, 19th, and 21st to 28rd and: 25th 
August 1879. 
ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. | | 
30 |“ Murshidabéd Patriké”... .. | Berhampore soe | sevens «= | 22d August 1879. 
ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
31 |“ Urdu Guide” oi Calcutta om 400 [23rd ditto. 
| EnG@uisH, BenGati, anD HInpt. 
Daily. 
32 |“ Byép4ri;” or, The Trader | Ditto 1] cesses | 256th to 30th August 1879. 
| Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
33 |“ Behér Bandhu”. wes = vee.~Ssténwe | BNKiporre, Patna 509 | 27th August 1879. 
34 | 6 Bharat Mitra ’’ : --- | Calcutta — TTTY 
35 | “ Sar Sudhaénidhi ” ..- | Ditto ‘iis 25th _— ditto. 
PERSIAN. 
g | : Jam-Jahén-numé r eee bee eee Ditto eee 250 22nd ditto.. 


Pgasnatt, 
August 18th, 1879. 


Dacca PraxasH, 
August 24tb, 1879. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
August 25th, 1879. 
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Owrne to the ignorance, remarks the Prabhat, which characterizes the 
nee English generally regarding the people of 
a India, there is but little interest shown by the 
members in the affairs of this country whenever these happen to form: the 
subject of discussion in Parliament. In fact, very few remain in the honse 
when such topics aré introdticed. Much evil, again, results from the congi- 
deration of Indian affairs from a party point of view. Now, the question 
is how long will India continue to be the sport of Parliament ? How long 
will the members of that august assembly look on with indifference while 
a succession of calamities overtakes this country ? Things have come to a 
critical pass. The case would have been different. had Parliament, which 
is, in fact, the arbiter of the fates of the teeming millions of India, but been 
true to itself, and done its duty by her. The writer, in conclusion, beseeches 
Parliament to awake to its duties and responsibilities, and do justice to the 
people of this country. ao | 
2. The Dacca Prakash, - . 24th —— Po a — of 
ord Lytton’s despatch on the han war, 
a dedi chee anaes and fo tear tg the late Amir “Shere Ali 
could not be blamed for having received a Russian mission in his capital. 
There was no British Resident at Cabul at the time. Nor was it easy for 
the Indian Government, from their position on the frontier, to ascertain what 
the object was of the correspondence that was said to be going on between 
the Amir and the Russian head-quarters. Possibly it was all based on 
rumour; and it was not certainly wise, on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, to at once determine upon sending a mission to Cabul. 
Nor could the late Amir be blamed for receiving the Russian envoy. 
From the terms of the conversation, which he had with Lord Mayo on the 
occasion of the Umballah Durbar, he was in 2 manner obliged to throw 
himself upon the arms of Russia. Lord Mayo would not promise him 
support or aid of: the British Government in the settlement of any of his 
domestic disputes. Now, it was for suppressing these latter only that Shere 
Ali had sought the aid. of the British Government. When, therefore, he 
found that he had no hopes in that quarter, he was obliged to have recourse 
to other means. He could not, besides, receive the British envoy, and 
submit to the conditions that were proposed for his acceptance without losing 
his character and position as an independent roler. He, however, had no 
desire to. offer any insult to the British Government, with whom he always 
expressed his willingness to remain on terms of friendship. 
3. The Navavibhdkar, of the 25th August, refers to that portion of the 
Queen’s speech which says that the conduct 
of Shere Ali obliged the British Govern- 
ment to enter upon war. The editor remarks that, as in other matters, 
Her Majesty has been led to make this statement on the authority of her 
ministers. Had she been but present on the scene of the transaction, and 
known that Shere Ali had never offered any insult to her Government, she 
would have expressed regret for the cruel treatment which that unfortunate 
man received at the hands of her officers. In the speech reference 
then made to the loyalty of the natives of India to her Government. 
“ Now what we should like respectfully to ask in this connection,” says the 
editor, “is that since Her Majesty herself does not entertain any doubts 
regarding our loyalty, why do her officers out here do so, and needlessly 
pain our hearts? ‘Why, if they know our hearts, have they taken away the 
liberty of the vernacular press? Why have they again disarmed the. whole 
population by passing the Arms Act? Why, again, do they raise 4 


The Queen’s speech. 
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false alarm at the sight of a few sentinels of the native princes, and seek to 
reduce their number ? ” 

4, According to the Sahachar, of the 25th August, Lord Lytton, : it 

‘would seem, considers himself a ‘diplomatist' of 

Lord Lytion- the same standing as’ Louis Napoleon and 

Lord Dalhousie. like the former, he has passed the Press Act, and 
surrounds himself with men of inferior abilities. He has further reduced 
his colleagues in Council to the position of-clerks. Imitating the example 
of Lord Dalhousie, he is bent upon territorial aggrandizement, and had 
he been allowed to do so, would have taken Burmah long ere this. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


5. Inan article onthe Deccan Ryots’ Bill, the Prabidit, of the 
19th August, dwells on the important part 
played by the mahajuns in the social economy 
of India. It is entirely owing to the existence of a class of money-lenders 
in the country that the peasantry are enabled to tide over a period of 
distress. It will not therefore be readily conceded that this class is wholly 
responsible for the poverty and indebtedness - which are the portion in life of 
a Deccan ryot. ~The true cause is to be found in the system of land settle- 
ment, under which the State is the landlord and the tenant holds direct 
from it. Under the zemindari system, the tenantry reap many benefits from 
the landlords. Remissions of rents are granted, and loans of money or grain 
or both without interest advanced in unfavourable seasons. In short, the 
zemindar helps the ryot whenever the latter falls into any difficulties ; but 
not so in the Khas Mehals, where the stringent revenue laws of Govern- 
ment make it impossible for the ryots to obtain any remissions or any loans 
on favourable terms. The rest of the editor’s remarks are similar to those 
noticed in paragraph 8 of our report of the 16th August 1879. 

6. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 19th August, refers, in the following 
terms, to the rules recently published by the 
Government of India:on the dismissal of 
Government servants:—‘* We are glad to. notice that the attention of 
Government has been directed to a very small matter, on a proper solution 
of which, however, depend the weal and woe of many a poor and helpless 
man. Lord Lytton has framed certain salutary rules bearing upon the 
dismissal of public servants from the Government service. Unfortunately 
for ourselves, we have not been able to bestow unqualified praise upon 
any other of His Eixcellency’s public acts; but we must admit that in the 
present instance he has conferred a great benefit upon the people.” 

7. We extract the following observations from an article in the same 
paper on the “ Deccan Ryots’ Bill :”—Gov- 
ernment seems to be very fond of throwing all 
the blame of any unpleasant occurrence upon Providence, and of remain- 
ing at a safe distance. Thus it was Providence which brought about 
the Afghan war, which was responsible for an unfavorable exchange, and 
lastly, for the recurrence of famines in India. In the recent debate over 
the Deccan Ryots’ Bill, however, Government took upon its shoulders some 
share of the blame arising from the chronic poverty and indebtedness of 
the tenantry of the Deccan. 

_. We have always referred to the love of secrecy and impatience of 
criticism which characterize the present administration. It was owing to this 
that the report of the Commission which sat to enquire into the causes of 
the misery of the Deccan ryots has not yet seen the light. In, however, 
seeking to legislate on behalf of the sufferers, the mover of the Bill, 
t. Hope, has fallen into a great error. He does not seem to see that it is 


The Deccan Ryots’ Bill. 
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The Deccan Ryots’ Bill. 
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PraBxHati, 
Augost 19th, 1879. 


Baagat Mrure, 
August i9tb, 1879. 
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the rigid and inelastic system of collecting the land revenue which ; 
akg responsible for the present unsatisfactory state of fing ae 
mahajuns are not primarily answerable for the distress of the ryots. -If on 
ordinary occasions they harass the tenantry, there are Other times at Which 
they again help the latter. Before therefore seeking to throw all the blame 
on their shoulders, Government ought to have enquired what it is which has 
brought about the poverty and the indebtedness of the Deccan ryot, and hag 
made famines of more frequent recurrence than formerly. Unlike the rulers 
of the ancient times, the present Government does not, under any cireym. 
stances, relax itsdemand for revenue. The system of collection is wanting in 
consideration or sympathy for the tenants. The temporary settlements of 
land which obtain in Southern India have had also a great deal to do with 
the preeent condition of things. On the occasion of every new settlement, 
the revenue is enhanced by Government. 
pus Mun, .. 8. Referring to the new rules published by Government for the admis. 
August 19th, 1879. Pe sion of natives of India into the Civil Service, 
, Sr oa the same paper, although it considers that the 
subject being one of vital importance to the people of this country, deserves 
more than a mere passing notice, nevertheless thanks Lord Lytton for having 
made the concession at this opportune hour. His Excellency has now 
proclaimed to the world his resolve to redeem the: pledges which England 
had wilfully left unfulfilled for more than five and forty years; nay, to 
render which nugatory, she had resorted to various artifices and expedients, 
It is just possible that the agitation made by the Indian Association and the 
ublic opinion in England have helped to shape the judgment of Lord 
Lytton’e government in this matter. We would, nevertheless, thank His 
Excellency for the step that has now been taken. Who among his 
redecessors ever thought of giving effect to the instructions of the Court of 
Direchors or. the pledges given by Her Majesty? Lord Lytton: might 
well have followed their example, and left, if he had chosen so to do, matters 
worse without in any way injuring his own reputation or pr 
of obtaining honors for his successes in the Afghan war. That he has not 
done this, nay, on the contrary, has narrowed the field of competition in the 
Civil Service as regards Europeans, is a circumstance for which we tender 
him our thanks. But we have not obtained what we had asked for. The 
Civil Service to which admission has now been given will be quite different 
from what is understood by the natives of India by the term. We do notsee 
the good of creating a new class of judicial and executive officers who will 
lack the learning, ability, or prestige with which the members of the coven- 
anted Civil Service are generally credited. This will but lower the Civil 
Service in the estimation of the public. We shall return to the subject 
when all the papers bearing upon it are published. In the meantime, we 
shall content ourselves with merely remarking that we should have nothing to 
complain of if the present concession did not interfere with the privilege now 
possessed by the natives of competing for admission into the Civil Service in 
England, and if the limit of age required by the candidates were again ra 
to. 22 years. Otherwise, sooner or later, a great disappointment would be 
occasioned. 
prvopes feoveesns 9. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th August, makes similar observa- 
pn ae tions on the same. subject. The editor has 


xa read the newly promulgated rules with grati- 
fication. The privilege for which so much agitation was made is now 


within reach of attainment. The feeling is not, however, one of unm 

pleasure.. ‘The candidates for employment will be selected by a process 0 
nomination, and will not be. required to undergo any examination. It can- 
not be expected that the selections will always be judiciously made, and the 
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Ah Wy es te 
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fear is that the new men will not be able to command as much influence 

as the members of the covenanted Civil Service, and will constitute a class 

intermediate between the subordinate executive and judicial services. . The 

system of nomination is open to objection on the ground of its being favor- 

able to the perpetration of jobbery and favoritism ; while the success of the. 

scheme will greatly depend on the character and ability of the men selected. 

It is therefore proposed that the nominated candidates should be subjected 

to an examination similar to that which is prescribed for those who enter the 

service by competition. 

10. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 19th August, prefaces an “Parma. 
account of the Brahmin Kishen Dutt, whose Axeust 10th, 1679. 
case formed the subject of a recent interpella- | 
tion in Parliament with the following observations:—We publish ‘baee 
what we may call astory, for we cannot regard it in any other light. One 
could not easily bring himself to believe that such oppressions could exist 
under the British rule, and especially in England. ‘True it is, that under the 
administration of Sir Ashley Eden, not a few instances of oppression, such 
as that of Mr. Magrath, have taken place, but compared with what is 
given below, all of them would dwindle into insignificance. The present case 
may be compared with those instances of oppression which used to be com- 
mitted by Seraj-ud-Dowla or by the old indigo-planters. But the throne of 
England is not filled by a Seraj-ud-Dowla nor are indigo-planters found in 
that country. Hence the account given below must be as incredible asa 
story. 

"un. The same paper refers to a statement made in the last adminis- 4%)">4 Banas 
ss Siactilenis —-Cheteiatcatials tration report of the Presidency division, that 
administration report on the working the agitation consequent upon the introduc- 
of the Arms Act and the license tion into the mofussil of the Arms’ Act, the 
: Vernacular Press Act, and the license tax, 
has now subsided, and proceeds to remark that this is notably not the case. 
The report is for 1285 B. S., and the people in the mofussil did not know 
anything about the Arms’ Act when it was written. That measure came 
into force only two or three months ago; and the people in the interior, 
especially those of Jessore, are being greatly harassed in consequence of it. 
The license tax, too, has caused a good deal of agitation, which is being 
still vigorously kept up. This measure has been productive of extreme 
oppressions on the people; nor are the authorities ignorant of this, for this 
year remissions. have been granted on a large scale. As to the opinion of 
the Commissioner on the working of the Vernacular Press Act, it should 
be remarked that this piece of legislation has not had the least effect on 
the writings of the native press, inasmuch as the native newspapers have 
continued to write in the same style which was used before the measure had 
become law. They have never written anything which might be construed 
as violating the provisions of this Act. The Som Prakdsh indeed has ceased 
to exist, but another has been started in its place. So that the Press Act 

has not done much injury to the native press, and, consequently, it has not. a 

caused much agitation. _ 4 

12. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 20th August, dwells on the hard- H:ve Raxsma, ay 
ship which has been caused to the people ““#'*™ ©” 
sce from the inequitable assessments under the 
License Tax Act. The License Tax and the Vernacular Press Act have 
made Lord Lytton’s administration exceedingly unpopular. It behoves 

overnment, if they cannot really repeal the former, to see that the work 
of assessment is properly performed, so that the poor may not be subjected 


fo any oppressions. The minimum taxable income should be raised to 


Rs, 300 


The case of Kishen Dutt. 


om 


The license tax. 
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PRABHATI, 
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August 23rd, 1879. 
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13. . Referring to the new rules published on this subject by Govern 

: the Education Gazette; of the 29nd Fre 
confesses itself unable to see’ the force of 
the objections that have been raised by certain newspapers. The -edito 
would advise these men to be grateful for the privilege which has now 


The new Civil Service rules. 


been conferred upon natives, a privilege which they did not | 


before. A woman would much rather have a deformed child than be 
called barren; and despite the limited scale in which the admission 
to the Civil Service is now proposed to be given, we should be thankfy) to 
Government. Nor is the system of nomination by which the candidates 
are to be selected one which is calculated to be other than beneficial to the 
natives of this country. It is most likely that, as in the subordinate executive 
and judicial services, men of real ability alone will be allowed admission. In 
the rules that have yet been published there is nothing to debar really able 
and competent officers from obtaining promotion to the covenanted (iyi 
Service. It should also be remembered that the valuable rights and privi- 
leges enjoyed by the English people were not all obtained in a day. 

14. The Prabhaii, of the 23rd August, contains an article headed 
the * Evil eye of the Government.” Right o 
wrong, the people are generally found to 
believe that the sins of the ruler are visited on his subjects. When a 
Government becomes rapacious, and covets the wealth of the people com- 
mitted to its charge, poverty and scarcity ensue. Under British rule, at the 
present time, the people find a great difficulty in earning a livelihood, 
Taxes have aggravated their misery. The editor would therefore pray 
that the license tax, the road cess, and other imposts might be 
remitted at least for one year, if for no other purpose than that of disabusin 
the minds of the people of the erroneous notion which ascribes every ill to the 
agency of the rulers. 

15. Adverting to the sanction accorded by the Secretary of State to a 

A Professorship of Geology to be proposal of the Government of India to admit 

created. | natives of India into the service of the Geologi- 
cal Survey Department, the Sulabha Samachar, of the 23rd August, asks the 
Government of Bengal to introduce geology into the curriculum of the 
Calcutta University, and to arrange for the delivery of lectures and the 
holding of examinations upon this subject. A chair of geology should be 
created. 

16. It is often the case, remarks the Sddhdrant, of the 24th August, 
Revision of civil and criminal that owing to the vagaries or whims of parti- 
jurisdictions. cular officers, which do not serve any useful 
purpose, but on the contrary cause inconvenience to many, Government 
unnecessarily incurs unpopularity. The people attribute the hardship or the 


The license tax. 


‘inconvenience to which they may have been subjected to the arbitrary 


conduct and impulsive nature of the Government. This is chiefly seen in 
the matter of the establishment, revision, and the alteration of civil and 
criminal jurisdictions. It is seldom that changes asked for by the people 
in this respect, on the ground that this would facilitate matters or lead 
to other advantages, are granted by the authorities; although to do % 
would not put the State to any expense. Thus the Munsif of Pandua 
has now for some time past held his court in Hooghly. But why? For 
whose convenience has this been done except for that of a few zemindars 
who, under the old arrangement, found it necessary to retain mukhtars both 
in Hooghly and Pandua? Thus, this measure, by humouring the upper ten 


at the expense of the mass, has to some extent made Government unpopl- 


lar. The same thing is noticed in connection with other matters besides 
civil jurisdictions and re-arrangement of boundaries. The charitable 


(7) | 
dispensary in Mahata, for instance, a most useful and. almost self-supporting 
institution, and the only one of its kind to be found for miles around, is now 
threatened with abolition, without any thought being bestowed upon the 
amount of hardship which will be caused if the measure is carried out. 

It is of course idle to expect that the people should all of them be able to 
comprehend the utisity of the different measures that are being adopted by 
Government for their advancement. Thus, for instance, the masses do not 
see that at least a portion of the expenditure which is now incurred on 
account of the army is really necessary for the purpose of maintaining order 
in the empire. There are several other matters which they do not under- 
stand. ‘Their wants and desires are few, and may be described as being 
confined to a sufficiency of food and clothing and facilities of commu- 
nication. They also desire an immunity from oppression. The middle classes 
also desire the same things with the. addition of two others, namely, easy 
means of postal communication, and the ability to preserve their respecta- 
bility inviolate. In view of this circumstance, it should be the duty of 


Government to see that no hardship resulted from the indiscretions of the 


officers subordinate toit. There are, of course, causes of distress, such as a 
scarcity of food, which could not be expected to disappear until the whole 
policy of the British Government had undergone a radical change. It, 
however, behoves the rulers to see that in such comparatively small matters 
as a proper administration and expenditure of the road cess funds, the 
working of the license tax, the comforts of native passengers travelling on 
the Indian Railways, the revision of boundaries and jurisdictions, and the 
establishment or the abolition of schools, dispensaries, post-oflices, and sub- 
divisions, through the caprices of particular officers, no inconvenience results 
to the people concerned therein. | 
17. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 24th August, contains a long article 
in which the editor dwells on the oppressions 
committed on the people by the subordinate 
officers in the police department. The evil, however, will continue to exist 
until educated and upright men are appointed to the police. The majority 
of the present incumbents are ignorant and unprincipled men, who do not 
hesitate to commit illegalities, and foment discord among ignorant and 
litigious rural magnates. 
18. The same paper remarks that of all nations the British are the 
Government devising new sources of 0St resourceful in finding out new sources 
income. | of income, although their devices on this 
behalf are not always equitable. Thus, for instance, in the matter of 
treasure troves found in the lands of any person, Government but deprives 
the owner thereof of a heritage most probably left him by. some one of his 
ancestors when it takes péssession of them. Considering that the State does 
not take a share of the unpleasant things which are sometimes dug up in the 


The police. 


course of excavations undertaken for discovering treasure troves—things such | 


a8 poisonous snakes or noxious gases, we do not see that it can advance any 
reasonable claims to a share of other articles. Government again takes posses- 
Sion of the property of persons dying intestate and without leaving any heirs. 
The Hindu kings of the ancient times also did the same ; but as, on the one 
hand, they took possession of such property, they on the other helped the 
heedy and destitute among their subjects. But does Government do this? 
If it does not, it isnot then entitled to the wealth which may be thus left. 
The license tax, the trade in opium, the outstill system, and the system of 
collecting the excise revenue, are then referred to as illustrating the success- 
ful devices which Government has resorted to for the purpose of filling its 
exchequer. It is strange that Government levies a duty on spirituous liquors, 
and again inflicts a fine upon a person who may, under their influence, show 
bimself on the public road unable to take care of himself. 


Dacca Praxasu, 
August 24th, 1879. 
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19. The Navavibhdkar, of the 25th August, points out that further 
reforms and retrenchments may be made in 
the postal department without injuring jt, 
efficiency: The post of Deputy Postmaster-General in Oudh, Behar, and 
in Eastern Bengal, which was but needlessly created a short time ago, and 
certain inspectorships subordinate to it, may be abolished by a redistribution 
of work. The services of the superintending officer for the travelling pogt 
office, and his large and costly establishment, should also be dispensed with. 
The work of the Dead Letter Office having decreased of late, a reduction of 
the salary allowed to the Superintendent. and of the number of his clerks js 
perfectly feasible. Should the suggestions now put forth be adopted, 
considerable savings would accrue to Government. 

90. Referring to the new Civil Service rules, the Sahachar, of the 25th 
August, makes observations similar to those 
noticed in paragraph 9 of the present and 
20 of our last report. The men appointed under these rules will, it is to be 
feared, be obliged to become the veritable slaves of Government, for their 
tenure of office will depend on its pleasure. This is not desirable; and it 
will be seen to be the more open to objection when we consider the likeli- 
hood of these new men being all appointed to the judicial service where, more 
than in any other work, independence is essentially required. This will give 
rise to injustice and oppression. It is again likely that members of wealthy 
and aristocratic families will be nominated for admission into this service, — 
persons who confessedly lack education and ability, and are inferior to the 
educated natives belonging to the middle classes of the society. The editor: 
asks Government to introduce a system of competitive examinations, and, 


in conclusion, warns the public against swallowing this bait offered by 
Lord Beaconsfield’s government. : 


Reduction of public expenditure. 


The new Civil Service rules. 


Locat. 


21. A correspondent of the Hducation Gazette, of the 22nd August, 

| dwells on the benefits which have accrued to 

of eee yullage punchayets andthestate the inhabitants of many villages from the 
roads in Jirat. 
establishment of punchayets, to whom is 

entrusted the duty of carrying out local improvements. The punchayet 
really an useful institution, but its success depends greatly on the character 
and intelligence of the members composing it. In not a few villages, the 
persons selected for this office are ignorant and unprincipled, who use the 
power with which the law invests them for their own private purposes. The 
state of roads in the village of Jirat, which is under the Baldgor union, 18 
extremely wretched. They are covered with jungle and mud. The culverts 
have for the most part given way. There is, however, a punchayet in the 
village which regularly levies the tax. 
22. The Sdédhdrant, of the 24th August, deprecates the proposal now 


The Chinsurah post-office. made for the fourth time by the authorities of 


the postal department to remove the Chin- 
surah post-office to the barracks, and to reduce it to the rank of a branch 
post-office. There is no necessity for the change. Nay, on the contrary, if 
it is carried out, the majority of the inhabitants will be put to serious 1n000- 
venience. As it is, the office is situated at a great distance from the most 
thickly populated quarters.of the town, and the removal to the barracks 
would but increase this distance. A few.of the wealthy inhabitants, ind 
would have the office brought nearer to their houses, but the convenience 
of the majority should not certainly be sacrificed to this consideration. If, 
however, for want of sufficient accommodation it is really found necessary 
remove the post-office elsewhere, instead of locating it in the barracks, 4 
site should rather be obtained for it in the south-western quarter of te 


( 9) 


town. ‘The authorities of the postal department are besought to consider the 
above suggestion. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


98. After explaining to the readers the object of its publication, the 

2 editor of the Prabhdti proceeds to state that 

a py and the pros- the paper now started will be conducted like 
ae any other daily journal, and that it will uphold 
native interests and views, and be a perfectly independent organ of public 
opinion. The conductors, however, are fully aware of the difficulties, and 
clive to the responsibilities of their position. Whether owing to any fault 
on the part of the rulers, to the action of an adverse Providence, or to any 


PRaBuatt, 
August 18th, 1879. 


indiscretion on the part of the native editors themselves, the time is indeed | 


inopportune for starting a new vernacular newspaper. It would seem as 
though Providence had forgotten to send seasonable showers of rain. The 
prices rule high. Persons belonging to the middle classes of society 
find an increasing difficulty in earning a livelibood. The professions are 
overstocked. Foreign competition has ruined native industries. A wmulti- 
plicity of taxes has drained the people of their resources. Admission into 
the Civil Service in the case of natives of India has been beset with difficul- 
ties by the lowering of the limit of age required of the candidates. While 
these are the disadvantages which fill the gloomy side of the picture, there 
are, however, certain relieving features therein which should also be noted. 
These are, first, the circumstance that the Bengalis are gradually spreading 
themselves all over India; nay, some have even crossed the sea, and settled in 
distant lands for purposes of trade. Another hopeful feature is that a love of 
the vernacular languages is increasing among the natives. Hindu medicine 
and Hindu music are being studied, while Sanskrit is rising in popular 
estimation. The public attention has also been directed to the education of 
the masses and of the females, and to the necessity of improving the 
agriculture and manufactures of the country. Government, too, favors and 
encourages these symptoms of revival among the people. 

24. According to the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th August, the 
true cause of the poverty of India is to be 
found in the backward condition of her agri- 
culture. The people of this country are mostly agriculturists, but they 
are steeped in ignorance. Agriculture is neglected, while manufacture 
and commerce are practically unknown. It behoves Government to direct 
its attention to the subject, and to seek to ameliorate the condition of the 


The poverty of India. 


classes engaged in this pursuit. The editor, in conclusion, urges the import- 


ance of appointing a minister of agriculture. 
26. The Prabhati, of the 22nd August, contains an article on the 
ee es __. prevailing high prices of food-grains, and 
wae prices and exportation of refers to the gloomy prospects of the crops 
next year, a considerable portion of which has 
been destroyed by floods. The high prices, which are causing so much 
distress, would in all probability continue, and bring about a famine, unless 
Some restrictions were placed on the operations of free trade principles by 
stopping exportation of rice from this country. The subject is one which 
should receive the attention of Government; and in dealing with it, the 
authorities should remember that, in the whole catalogue of sinful acts, a 
more grievous one could not be found, than that of suffering thousands of 
human beings to perish from starvation. 
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